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medical investigations went historical, philological, esthetic, and juristic studies, in which we can plainly see Goethe's bent toward nature and empiricism. Wherever in his reading he finds anything about the superiority of that which is original and drawn from experience over musty theory and that which is merely learned, it evokes a lively echo in his breast.
In Frankfort we find but little literary activity. He gives the finishing touch to the Leipsic compositions, and works at a story and a farce of which we know nothing definite. A period in which he ploughed and sowed and his heart lay fallow was not calculated to produce a harvest.
At the approach of the following spring, Goethe found his health, and especially his spirits, so far renewed that he felt able to complete his study of the law at another university. At least, he desired to get away from Frankfort again as soon as possible. The heavy air at home weighed upon him, and his relations with his father were in the highest degree unrefreshing. When his father, impatient at the long, unwelcome interruption of his "son's career, often offended him most painfully by suggesting that only a little will-power was needful to start things going again, Goethe insulted him in turn by boyish, thoughtless contradiction and by precocious criticism, which put his father's taste and insight in an evil light. There were painful collisions, that caused wounds which the mother was able to heal only in a limited measure.
The elder Goethe had selected Strasburg as the second university for his son. After securing his degree, Goethe was to travel through France and live in Paris for some time. He was quite in favour of these plans, which promised him so much pleasure, and at the the end of March, 1770, with as light a heart as before in the autumn of 1765, he left his native city.